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Pressure suppression containment system. 

(57) A pressure suppression containment system 
14 Includes a containment vessel 24 surround- 
ing a reactor pressure vessel 16 and defining a 
drywell 26 therein containing a non-condens- 
able gas. An enclosed wetwell pool 28 is dis- 
posed Inside the containment vessel 24, and a 
gravity driven cooling system (GDCS) pool 44 Is 
disposed above the wetwell pool 28 in the 
containment vessel 24. The wetwell pool 28 
includes a plenum 32 for receiving the non- 
condensable gas carried with steam from the 
drywell 26 following a I oss-of-cool ant-accident 
(LOCA). The wetwell plenum 32 is vented to a 
plenum 47 above the GDCS pool 44 following 
the LOCA for suppressing pressure rise within 
the containment vessel 24. A method of oper- 
ation includes channeling steam released into 
the drywell 26 following the LOCA Into the 
wetwell pool 28 for cooling along with the 
non-condensable gas carried therewith. The 
GDCS pool 44 is then drained by gravity, and 
the wetwell plenum 32 is vented into the GDCS 
plenum 47 for channeling the non-condensable 
gas thereto. 
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The present invention relates generally to nuclear 
reactors, and, more specif Icafly, to pressure contain- 
nnent therein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A nuclear reactor plant includes a containment 
vessel surrounding a reactor pressure vessel and de- 
fining therewith a drywell which typically contains a 
non-condensable gas such as nitrogen. Disposed in 
the pressure vessel is a conventional nuclear reactor 
core submerged in water which is effective for heating 
the water to generate steam which is discharged from 
the pressure vessel for use in powering a steam tur- 
bine-generator for producing electrical power, for ex- 
ample. 

Typically surrounding the pressure vessel within 
the containment vessel is an annular suppression 
pool or wetwell which serves various functions in- 
cluding being a heat sink during postulated accidents. 
For example, one type of accident designed for is a 
!oss-of-coolant accident (LOCA) in which steam from 
the pressure vessel leaks therefrom into the drywell. 
Following the LOCA, therefore, the reactor is shut 
down but pressurized steam and residual decay heat 
continue to be generated for a certain time following 
the shutdown. In one conventional safety system, the 
pressure vessel is depressurized by discharging the 
steam into the wetwell for cooling and condensing 
and for preventing unacceptably large pressure in- 
creases within the containment vessel itself. And, 
steam escaping into the drywell is also channeled into 
the wetwell through conventional horizontal vents 
disposed therein. 

Improved nuclear reactor plants are being devel- 
oped to reduce or eliminate the need for AC powered 
safety systems following a LOCA, for example. In one 
design designated a Simplified Boiling Water Reactor 
(SBWR), a Passive Containment Cooling System 
(PCCS) is provided for removing heat from the con- 
tainment vessel during the LOCA. One example of a 
PCCS is disclosed in US Patent 5,059,385 - Gluntz et 
al, assigned to the present assignee, wherein the wet- 
well, or suppression pool, is enclosed and separated 
Irovn the drywell within the containment vessel, and 
a Gravity Driven Cooling System (GDCS) pool is lo- 
cated above the wetwell within the containment ves- 
sel and is vented to the drywell. An isolation pool is 
disposed outside the containment vessel and above 
the GDCS pool and contains a heat exchanger (Pas- 
sive Containment Cooling condenser, or PCC con- 
denser) having an Inlet disposed in flow communica- 
tion with the drywell, and an outlet joined to a collector 
chamber from which a vent pipe extends into the wet- 
well and a condensate return conduit extends into the 
GDCS pool. The PCC condenser provides passive 
heat removal from the containment drywell following 
the LOCA, with steam released into the drywell flow- 



ing through the inlet into the PCC condenser wherein 
it is condensed. The non-condensable gas within the 
drywell, such as nitrogen, is carried by the steam into 
the PCC condenser and must be separated therefrom 

5 to provide effective operation of the PCC condenser 
The collector chamber separates the non-condens- 
able gas from the condensate, with the separated 
non-condensable gas being vented into the wetwell, 
and the condensate being channeled into the GDCS 

10 pool. 

This system relies on the pressure difference be- 
tween the drywell and the wetwell, and, therefore, a 
water trap is provided at the end of the condensate re- 
turn conduit in the GDCS pool to restrict backflow of 
15 heated fluids from the containment vessel to the wet- 
well via the condensate return conduit which would 
bypass the PCC condenser. 

Accordingly, this system is configured to trans- 
port the non-condensable gas from the drywell to the 
20 wetwell and then condense steam from the drywell in 
the PCC condenser. The non-condensable gas will 
remain . in the enclosed wetwell until the condens,er 
condenses steam faster than it is released from the 
pressure vessel. When this occurs, the PCC con- 
25 denser is effective for lowering the drywell pressure 
below that of the wetwell which will cause convention- 
al vacuum breakers joined to the wetwell to open, and 
allow the non-condensable gas stored in the wetwell 
to return to the drywell. 
30 Furthermore, the non-condensable gas within 

the drywell is also carried directly into the wetwell by 
the escaping steam which is channeled through the 
horizontal vents. The steam is released underwater in 
the wetwell and condenses therein, while the non- 
35 condensable gas is buoyed upwardly through the pool 
water to vent into the enclosed wetwell air chamber 
disposed above the pool water for its retention. As the 
non-condensable gas accumulates in the wetwell 
chamber, the pressure therein correspondingly in- 
40 creases. Accordingly, the overall containment pres- 
sure remains relatively high after the LOCA due to the 
high pressure steam escaping into the drywell, and 
especially in the enclosed wetwell itself due to the ac- 
cumulation of the non-condensable gas, which must 
45 be suitably accommodated by providing stronger, and 
therefore more expensive containment walls for ex- 
ample. 

Summary of the Invention 

50 

A pressure suppression containment system in- 
cludes a containment vessel surrounding a reactor 
pressure vessel and defining a drywell therein con- 
taining a non-condensable gas. An enclosed wetwell 
55 pool is disposed inside the containment vessel, and 
a gravity driven cooling system (GDCS) pool is dis- 
posed abov the wetwell pool in the containment ves- 
sel. The wetwell pool includes a plenum for receiving 
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the non-condensable gas carried with steam from the 
drywell following a loss-of- cool ant- accident (LOCA). 
The wetwell plenum Is vented to a plenum above the 
GDCS pool following the LOCA for suppressing pres- 
sure rise within the containment vessel. A method of 5 
operation includes channeling steam released into 
the drywell following the LOCA into the wetwell pool 
for cooling along with the non-condensable gas car- 
ried therewith. The GDCS pool is then drained by 
gravity, and the wetwell plenum is vented into the io 
GDCS plenum for channeling the non-condensable 
gas thereto. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 



The invention, in accordance with preferred and 
exemplary embodiments, together with further ob- 
jects and advantages thereof, is more particularly de- 
scribed in the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing in which: 20 

Figure 1 is a schematic, elevational sectional 
view of a nuclear reactor building having a pressure 
suppression containment system in accordance with 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged view of a portion of the re- 25 
actor building illustrated in Figure 1 and showing a 
gravity driven cooling system (GDCS) pool disposed 
above a wetwell pool in a containment vessel. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged view of the GDCS pool il- 
lustrated in Figure 1 in accordance with an alternate 30 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged view of the GDCS pool 
and the wetwell pool illustrated in Figure 1 in accor- 
dance with another embodiment of the present inven- 
tion having valves for controlling flow into a plenum 35 
above the GDCS pool. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged view of the GDCS pool 
and wetwell pool illustrated in Figure 1 in accordance 
with another embodiment of the present invention 
wherein the GDCS pool is in the form of a tank dis- 40 
posed in an extended portion of the plenum above the 
wetwell pool. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged view of a portion of the 
GDCS pool in accordance with another embodiment 
of the present invention wherein the GDCS plenum in- 45 
eludes a restricted orifice joining the drywelL and a 
check valve is provided for preventing backf low from 
the GDCS plenum into the wetwell plenum. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERR PH 
EMBODIMENT(S) " 
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Illustrated schematically in Figure 1 is an exem- 
plary annular reactor building 10 having a longitudinal 
centerline axis 12. The building 10 includes a pres- 55 
sure suppression containment system 14 in accor- 
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present 
mvention. The containment system 14 includes a r - 



actor pressure vessel 16 containing a nuclear reactor 
core 18 therein submerged in reactor water 20, with 
the core 18 being conventionally effective for heating 
the reactor water 20 to generate reactor steam 20a. 
The steam 20a is conventionally discharged from the 
pressure vessel 16 through a main steamline 22 
joined to a conventional steam turbine-generator (not 
shown) for conventionally producing electrical power, 
for example. 

An annular containment vessel, or simply con- 
tainment 24 is spaced radially outwardly from the 
pressure vessel 16 and generally coaxial therewith to 
define a drywell, or plenum, 26 conventionally con- 
taining a non-condensable gas such as nitrogen. The 
containment 24 is a conventional concrete structure 
having a steel liner sized and configured for with- 
standing elevated pressure for safely containing the 
pressure vessel 16 and reactor core 18. 

An enclosed annular suppression or wetwell pool 
28 is disposed in the containment 24 and is conven- 
tionally partially filled with water 30 to define a wet- 
well plenum or airspace 32 thereabove. The wetwell 
pool 28 provides various conventional functions in- 
cluding being a heat sink and includes, for example, 
conventional drywell-to-wetwell vents 34 which, for 
example, discharge horizontally for channeling into 
the wetwell pool 28 any steam released from the 
pressure vessel 16 during a loss-of-coolant accident 
(LOCA) for example. Steam channeled into the wet- 
well pool 28 through the vents 34 carries with it por- 
tions of the non-condensable gas and is suitably 
quenched therein, with the non-condensable gas 
then being buoyed upwardly for accumulation in the 
wetwell plenum 32. 

The wetwell pool 28 is typically disposed at least 
in part at an elevation above the reactor core 18 and 
includes means for selectively allowing gravity to 
drain the wetwell pool water 30 into the pressure v s- 
sel 16 for ensuring cooling of the reactor core 18 fol- 
lowing the LOCA. Such means conventionally in- 
cludes an outlet line 36 having a conventional valve 
38 therein which is operatively connected to a con- 
ventional controller 40 for either automatically or 
manually opening the valve 38 when required. Means 
are also provided for selectively venting the wetwell 
plenum 32 into the drywell 26 when the pressure in 
the wetwell plenum 32 exceeds the pressure in the 
drywell 26 following the LOCA. Such means include 
one or more conventional vacuum breakers 42 dis- 
posed In flow communication with the wetwell plenum 
32. The vacuum breaker 42 is normally closed when 
the pressure in the drywell 26 is equal or greater than 
the pressure in the wetwell plenum 32. and automat- 
ically opens under pressure when the pressure in the 
wetwell plenum 32 is suitably greater than the pres- 
sure in the drywell 26 for venting the wetwell plenum 
32 into the drywell 26. 

The system 14 further includes a conventional 
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Gravity Driven Cooling System (GDCS) pool 44 dis- 
posed in the containment 24. The GDCS pool 44 is 
disposed at an elevation above the reactor core 18 
and the wetwell pool 28, and is partially filled with wa- 
ter 46 therein to define a GDCS plenum 47 therea- 
bove. Means are also provided for selectively chan- 
neling or draining by gravity the GDCS pool water 46 
into the pressure vessel 16 for cooling the reactor 
core 18 following the LOCAin a conventional manner. 
Such means include a conventional outlet line 48 and 
valve 50 therein disposed in flow communication be- 
tween the GDCS pool 44 and the pressure vessel 16, 
with the valve 50 being conventionally operatively 
joined to the controller 40 so that it may be conven- 
tionally opened when required for allowing the GDCS 
pool water 46 to flow by gravity into the pressure ves- 
sel 16 In a conventional manner. 

A conventional annular isolation pool 52 is dis- 
posed in the reactor building 10 above the contain- 
ment 24 and at an elevation above the GDCS pool 44 
as part of a conventional Passive Containment Cool- 
ing System (PCCS). The isolation, or PCCS, pool 52 
contains a preferably vertically extending heat ex- 
changer also referred to as a PCC condenser 54 sub- 
merged in isolation water 56. The isolation pool 52 in- 
cludes one or more vents 58 to atmosphere outside 
the containment 24 and building 1 0 for venting the air- 
space above the isolation pool water 56 for discharg- 
ing heat therefrom upon use of the PCC condenser 
54. 

The PCC condenser 54 Is conventional and in- 
cludes an inlet line 60 preferably disposed In direct 
flow communication with the drywell 26 by having an 
open end disposed therein for receiving the non-con- 
densable gas along with any steam released from the 
pressure vessel 16 Into the drywell 26 following the 
LOCA. In the event of a LOCA, steam is released into 
the drywell 26 and has a pressure greater than the 
pressure within the wetwell plenum 32. The steam 
will, therefore, also flow into the Inlet line 60 and carry 
with it the non-condensable gas originally contained 
In the drywell 26. The steam is then conventionally 
cooled in the coils of the PCC condenser 54 by the 
Isolation pool water 56 with the heat liberated there- 
from being vented through the vent 58 to the atmos- 
phere, and the resulting condensate therefrom being 
discharged from the PCC condenser 54 through one 
or more outlet lines 62. 

A conventional collector chamber, or simply col- 
lector 64 Is disposed in flow communication with the 
condenser outlet line 62 and has a gas vent line 66 
conventionally disposed in flow communication with 
the wetwell pool 28, and further has a liquid conden- 
sate drain line 68 conventionally disposed in flow 
communication with the GDCS pool 44. The drain line 
68 has a conventional U-shaped distal end 70 dis- 
posed in the GDCS pool 44 under the pool water 46 
for forming a conventional water trap or loop seal, 



also designated 70. The loop seal 70 allows discharge 
of the condensate from the collector 64 into the 
GDCS pool 44 and restricts backflow through the 
drain line 68 and upwardly toward the collector 64. 

5 In conventional operation, steam released into 

the drywell 26 following the LOCA is channeled 
through the vents 34 into the wetwell pool 28 for con- 
densing, and through the Inlet line 60 to the PCC con- 
denser 54 which removes heat therefrom and forms 

10 the condensate carried through the outlet line 62 into 
the collector 64. The non-condensable gas carried 
with the steam through the PCC condenser 54 is 
separated in the collector 64, with the separated non- 
condensable gas being vented through the vent line 

15 66 into the wetwell pool 28 wherein it accumulates in 
the wetwell plenum 32 above the wetwell water 30. 
The condensate from the collector 64 is discharged 
through the drain line 68 into the GDCS pool 44. The 
non-condensable gas carried into the wetwell pool 28 

20 through the vents 34 is buoyed upwardly therein and 
also accumulates in the wetwell plenum 32. 

As the non-condensable gas accumulates in the 
wetwell plenum 32, the pressure therein increases 
until the PCC condenser 54 condenses steam faster 

25 than it is released from the pressure vessel 16. At 
such time» the pressure within the drywell 26 will fall 
below that of the pressure In the wetwell plenum 32 
which will cause the vacuum breakers 42 to open and 
return a portion of the non-condensable gas from the 

30 wetwell plenum 32 to the drywell 26.' However, this 
gas will then be allowed to flow again into the PCC 
condenser 54 and lower Its effectiveness until the 
steam being released in the drywell 26 again increas- 
es the pressure therein above that of the wetwell pte- 

35 num 32 at which time the vacuum breakers 42 will 
close and the cycle will be repeated with the non-con- 
densable gas being vented from the PCC condenser 
54 into the wetwell plenum 32 wherein it again accu- 
mulates with rising pressure. 

40 This operation of continually returning the non- 

condensable gas to the wetwell plenum 32 results In 
a relatively high overall pressure in the containment 
24 especially In the wetwell plenum 32. Furthermore, 
incremental heating of the top layer of the wetwell 

45 pool water 30 occurs each time the non-condensable 
gas is vented from the PCC condenser 54 into the 
wetwell plenum 32, and any small steam leakage 
through the vacuum breakers 42 and into wetwell ple- 
num 32 also causes the pressure of wetwell plenum 

50 32 to rise, which in turn will cause pressure In the con- 
tainment 24 to slowly rise. 

The size of the wetwell plenum 32 is predeter- 
mined to ensure a suitable volume of airspace therein 
for accumulating the non-condensable gas for limlt- 

55 ing the pressure rise within the wetwell pool 28, as 
well as in the drywell 26 and the entire containment 
24. However, since the GDCS pool 44 is drained of 
most if not all of its water 46 following the LOCA, its 
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empty volume may be used to advantage in the pres- 
sure suppression system 14 in accordance with the 
present invention for providing airspace volume in ad- 
dition to the wetwell plenum 32 in which the non-con- 
densable gas may accumulate following the LOCA. A 5 
conventional GDCS pool is either open or includes a 
vent at its top in direct flow communication with the 
drywell 26, and, therefore, following draining of the 
GDCS pool during the LOCA, the empty volume of the 
GDCS pool merely becomes an extension of the dry- io 
well 26. In order to effectively use the drained GDCS 
pool 44, the GDCS pool 44 in accordance with the 
present invention is enclosed as illustrated in Figure 
1 and has a top 72, a bottom 74, an outer sidewall 76, 
and an inner sidewall 78. The inner sidewall 78 faces 15 
inwardly toward the drywell 26 and is suitably sealing- 
ly joined at its bottom end 78a to the pool bottom 74 
and sealingly joined at its top end 78b to the pool top 
72. In this way, the GDCS pool 44 is completely 
sealed or isolated from the dryweil 26 to prevent gas 20 
flow therebetween. In the exemplary embodiment il- 
lustrated in Figure 1. a plurality of identical GDCS 
pools 44 are used which may include two, three, or 
more as desired. 

Since the GDCS pool 44 is now isolated from the 25 
drywell 26, after it is drained of its water 46 following 
the LOCA the enlarged airspace of the GDCS plenum 
47 may be used in accordance with the present inven- 
tion for providing additional volume within the contain- 
ment 24 for accumulating the non-condensable gas 30 
from the drywell 26. Figure 1 illustrates the GDCS 
pools 44 filled to their highest level prior to the LOCA, 
and Figure 2 illustrates one of the GDCS pools 44 
drained to its lowest level at the location of the outlet 
line 48. The vertical height H illustrated in Figure 2 35 
represents the additional volume created in the 
GDCS pool 44 between its full (shown in phantom) 
and empty conditions. 

Accordingly then, means are provided in accor- 
dance with the present invention for venting the wet- 40 
well plenum 32 to the GDCS plenum 47 for channeling 
the non-condensable gas initially accumulating in the 
wetwell plenum 32 following the LOCA into the addi- 
tional airspace provided by the empty GDCS pool 44. 
In the exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figures 1 45 
and 2, the venting means include a venting channel 
in the exemplary form of a standpipe 80 extending 
vertically from the wetwell plenum 32 to the GDCS 
plenum 47 in flow communication therebetween. The 
standpipe 80 includes an inlet 80a at a bottom end so 
thereof disposed in flow communication with the wet- 
well plenum 32 for receiving the non-condensable gas 
(designated 82) accumulating therein following the 
LOCA. and an outlet 80b at a top end thereof dis- 
posed in flow communication with the GDCS plenum 55 
47 at an elevation preferably above the original high 
water level within the GDCS pool 44 for discharging 
the non-condensable gas 82 channeled through the 



standpipe 80 into the GDCS plenum 47. In a simple 
embodiment illustrated in Figure 2, the GDCS pool 44 
is fully isolated from the drywell 26, and the standpipe 
inlet 80a and outlet 80b are simply open ends dis- 
posed respectively in the wetwell plenum 32 and the 
GDCS plenum 47. 

Accordingly, this apparatus may be used for 
practicing an improved method for pressure suppres- 
sion of the containment vessel 24 in accordance with 
the present invention. More specifically, following a 
LOCA, the method includes channeling the steam 
20a released into the drywell 26 through the vents 34 
into the wetwell pool 28 for cooling the steam 20a, 
with the non-condensable gas 82 from the drywell 26 
being carried with the steam 20a being buoyed up- 
wardly through the pool water 30 and accumulating in 
the wetwell plenum 32. The method also includes 
draining by gravity the GDCS pool water 46 into the 
pressure vessel 16 by suitably opening the valve 50. 
As the water 46 drains from the GDCS pool 44, the 
GDCS airspace plenum 47 increases in volume. The 
standpipe 80 then allows for natural venting of the 
wetwell plenum 32 into the GDCS plenum 47 for al- 
lowing the non-condensable gas 82 to flow from the 
wetwell plenum 32 and into the additional space pro- 
vided by the GDCS plenum 47. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the wetwell ple- 
num 32 has an airspace volume of about 3,300 cubic 
meters, and the empty GDCS plenum 47 has an air- 
space volume of about 1,000 cubic meters. By utiliz- 
ing the GDCS plenum 47 to augment the wetwell ple- 
num 32 within the containment vessel 24, the total 
space available for accumulating the non-condens- 
able gas 82 is increased by about 30% which corre- 
spondingly decreases the pressure of the non-con- 
densable gases 82 within this airspace by about 30%. 
Accordingly, the containment vessel 24 may be de- 
signed for the reduced pressure which saves cost, or 
an enhanced pressure margin may be obtained for 
improved safety of operation. 

As shown in Figure 2, the GDCS pool 44 may be 
formed as a concrete enclosure for fully enclosing the 
GDCS plenum 47. In an alternate embodiment of the 
invention Illustrated in Figure 3, the inner sidewall 78 
may be integrally formed with the pool bottom 74, with 
the inner sidewall top 78b being disposed in a groove 
84 defined between a pair of suitable metal flanges 
86 facing downwardly from the pool top 72 to form an 
effective joint for supporting the inner sidewall 78 to 
the pool top 72 while allowing some flexibility of the 
pool top 72 relative thereto when the drywell 26 ex- 
periences a pressure increase such as that following 
a LOCA. for example. In the embodiment illustrated 
in Figure 3, the pool top 72 also fonms a portion of the 
top of the containment vessel 24, and during a LOCA, 
pressurization in the drywell 26 will elastically deflect 
upwardly the pool top 72, with the flanges 86 main- 
taining structural restraint for the inner sidewall 78 
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while allowing relative movement therebetween. In 
order to seal the joint formed between the inner side- 
wall top 78b and the flanges 86; a conventional bel- 
lows seal 88 is disposed inside the GDCS plenum 47 
and sealingly joined to the inner sidewall 78 and the s 
pool top 72 in a conventional fashion for preventing 
flow communication of the non-condensable gas 82 
between the GDCS plenum 47 and the drywell 26 In 
this way, the non-condensable gas 82 may accumu- 
late in the airspace provided following draining of the io 
GDCS pool 44 without reintroduction into the drywell 
26. 

Illustrated in Figure 4 is another embodiment of 
the present invention including a vent line 90 dis- 
posed in flow communication between the GDCS pie- 15 
num 47 and the drywell 26 which extends through the 
inner sidewall 78 in the otherwise fully enclosed 
GDCS plenum 47. At least one and preferably two 
first valves 92 are disposed in series in the vent line 
90 for controlling flow communication between the 20 
drywell 26 and the GDCS plenum 47. Similarly, at 
least one and preferably two second valves 94 are 
disposed in series at the standpipe inlet 80a for con- 
trolling flow communication between the GDCS ple- 
num 47 and the wetwell plenum 32 through the stand- 25 
pipe 80. The series valves 92, 94 ensure redundancy 
of operation for enhanced safety. The first valve 92 is 
preferably a nonmally closed valve when de-energ- 
ized which is initially powered open during normal op- 
eration of the reactor and prior to draining of the 30 
GDCS pool water 46 following the LOCA. In this way 
a flow communication or venting path Is provided di- 
rectly between the drywell 26 and the GDCS plenum 
47. The second valves 94 are preferably normally 
closed valves when de-energized which remain ini- 35 
tially closed prior to the LOCA to prevent flow commu- 
nication between the GDCS plenum 47 and the wet- 
well plenum 32. In this way. the GDCS pool 44 may 
operate normally upon initiation of the LOCA as the 
GDCS pool water 46 is allowed to drain by gravity 40 
through the outlet line 48. The vent line 90 ensures 
pressure equalization between the drywell 26 and the 
GDCS plenum 47 during draining of the pool 44 and 
reduces the differential pressure acting across the in- 
ner sidewall 78 for reducing loads thereon and the re- 45 
quired strength thereof. 

However, once the GDCS pool water 46 has sub- 
stantially drained from the pool 44 following the 
LOCA, the first valves 92 are conventionally signaled 
closed by the controller 40 operatively joined thereto. 50 
and the second valves 94 are signaled open by the 
controll r 40 operatively joined thereto. The first 
valves 92 are positioned closed after the water 46 is 
drained from the pool 44 following the LOCA to isolate 
the pool 44 and the plenum 47 from the drywell 26. 55 
The second valves 94 are positioned opened after the 
pool water 46 is drained following the LOCA to chan- 
nel th non-condensabi gas 82 from the wetwell ple- 



num 32 to the now substantially empty GDCS plenum 
47 for accumulation therein, and with the desirable re- 
sult of reducing the overall pressure within the con- 
tainment vessel 24 as described above. In the event 
of a power failure, the first and second valves 92 and 
94 will fail closed to ensure effective operation of the 
GDCS pool 44 following the LOCA. 

Illustrated in Figure 5 is yet another embodiment 
of the present invention wherein the GDCS pool 44 is 
in the form of a metal tank 44a disposed between the 
outer and inner sidewalls 76, 78 which extend up- 
wardly from the wetwell plenum 32, with the sidewalls 
76, 78 being vertical extensions of the wetwell ple- 
num 32 for providing one larger wetwell plenum 32 in 
which is disposed the GDCS tank 44a. The tank 44a 
preferably has an enclosed top 96 with a central top 
aperture 98 therein disposed in flow communication 
between the GDCS plenum 47 inside the tank 44a 
and the wetwell plenum 32. In this embodiment, the 
tank 44a is spaced inwardly from the sidewalls 76, 78 
to define a venting channel 100 therebetween sur- 
rounding the tank 44a and extending downwardly in 
flow communication with the wetwell plenum 32. As 
illustrated in Figure 5. the GDCS pool bottom 74 in- 
cludes a large aperture 102 therein providing the di- 
rectflow communication between the wetwell plenum 
32 and the venting channel 1 00 with the tank 44a be- 
ing suitably supported on the GDCS pool bottom 74 
Also in this embodiment, the tank 44a is effective for 
containing any sloshing of the GDCS pool water 46 
therein following any seismic occurrence, and since 
the tank 44a is made of metal, it provides an effective 
pressure vessel for use in the various embodiments 
of the invention described above. Although the top 
aperture 98 may be simply a hole in direct communi- 
cation with the venting channel 100. in alternate em- 
bodiments a suitable conduit may extend from the top 
aperture 98 and downwardly in flow communication 
with the wetwell plenum 32 if desired. 

Illustrated in Figure 6 is another embodiment of 
the present invention wherein the inner sidewall top 
end 78b is again disposed in the groove 84 facing 
downwardly from the pool top 72 to define a prede- 
termined gap or orifice 104 between the inner side- 
wall 78 and the flanges 86, with the bellows seal 88 
Illustrated in Figure 3 not being used. The orifice 104 
is predeterminedly sized for allowing restricted gas 
flow therethrough so that pressure in the GDCS ple- 
num 47 substantially follows pressure in the drywell 
26 as the GDCS pool water 46 is draining by gravity 
from the GDCS pool 44 following the LOCA In this 
way. the GDCS plenum 47 will follow the LOCA- 
produced transient drywell pressure relatively closely 
within one or two pounds per square inch dynamic 
(psid), for example. In this embodiment, however the 
standpipe 80 preferably includes a vacuum breaker or 
check valve 106 on its outlet 80b to prevent drywell 
gas backflow through the GDCS plenum 47 and into 
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the wetwell plenum 32 while allowing forward flow 
therethrough from the standpipe inlet 80a to the outlet 
80b thereof. 

This embodiment eliminates the active-type 
valves and their control systems as in the embodi- 5 
ment illustrated in Figure 4 to provide a fully passive 
system for controlling flow through the GDCS plenum 
47. The check valve 106 performs the conventional 
function of the wetwell-to-drywell vacuum breakers 
42 illustrated in Figure 1 which may instead be locat- io 
ed within the GDCS plenum 47 in the form of the 
check valve 106. In this way, the non-condensable 
gas 82 is vented from the wetwell plenum 32 through 
the standpipe 80 into the GDCS plenum 47 and not di- 
rectly into the drywell 26. Since the orifice 104 pro- is 
vides a limited flow area between the GDCS plenum 
47 and the drywell 26, the non-condensable gas 82 
is effectively trapped within the GDCS plenum 47 with 
little if any being returned to the nominally higher 
pressure drywell 26 following the LOCA. By so trap- 20 
ping the non-condensable gas 82 within the addition- 
al volume provided by the GDCS plenum 47, the over- 
all pressure of the containment vessel 24 will be re-' 
duced. And, the performance of the PCC condenser 
54 (see Figure 1) will remain unaffected. 25 

While there have been described herein what are 
considered to be preferred and exemplary embodi- 
ments of the present invention, other modifications of 
the invention shall be apparent to those skilled in the 
art from the teachings herein, and it is, therefore, de- 30 
sired to be secured in the appended claims all such 
modifications. 



Claims 35 

1. A pressure suppression containment system 14 
comprising: 

a reactor pressure vessel 16 containing a 
reactor core 1 8 therein submerged in reactor wa- 40 
ter, said core 18 being effective for heating said 
reactor water to generate steam; 

a containment vessel 24 spaced outwardly 
from said pressure vessel 16 to define a drywell 
26 containing a non-condensable gas; 45 

an enclosed wetwell pool 28 disposed in 
said containment vessel 24 and partially filled 
with water to define a wetwell plenum 32 therea- 
bove, said wetwell pool 28 having a drywell-to- 
wetwell vent 34 disposed in flow communication so 
with said drywell 26 for venting from said drywell 
26 to said wetwell pool 28 steam released into 
said drywell 26 following a loss-of-coolant- 
accident (LOCA) along with said non-cond ns- 
able gas carried therewith; 55 

a gravity driven cooling system (GDCS) 
pool 44 disposed in said containment vessel 24 at 
an elevation above said reactor core 18 and said 



wetwell pool 28, and partially filled with water to 
define a GDCS plenum 47 thereabove; 

means 48, 50 for selectively channeling by 
gravity said GDCS pool water into said pressure 
vessel 16 following said LOCA; and 

means 80, 100 for venting said wetwell 
plenum 32 to said GDCS plenum 47 for channel- 
ing said non-condensable gas thereto. 

2. A system according to claim 1 wherein said vent- 
ing means comprise a venting channel 80, 100 
disposed in flow communication between said 
wetwell plenum 32 and said GDCS plenum 47, 
and having an inlet 80a at a bottom end thereof 
for receiving said non-condensable gas from said 
wetwell plenum 32, and an outlet 80b at a top end 
thereof for discharging said non-condensable 
gas into said GDCS plenum 47. 

3. A system according to claim 2 wherein said 
GDCS pool 44 and plenum 47 are isolated from 
said drywell 26 to prevent gas flow therebetw- 
een. 

4. A system according to claim 3 wherein said 
GDCS pool 44 is an enclosed pool having a top 
72, a bottom 74, an outer sidewall 76, and an in- 
ner sidewal! 78, said Inner sidewall 78 facing said 
drywell 26 and sealingly joined at a bottom end 
78 thereof to said pool bottom 74 and sealingly 
joined at a top end 78b thereof to said pool top 72. 

5. A system according to claim 4 wherein said inner 
sidewall top 78b is disposed in a groove 84 facing 
downwardly from said poo! top 72, and further in- 
cluding a bellows seal 88 disposed inside said 
GDCS plenum 47 and sealingly joined to said in- 
ner sidewall 78 and said pool top 72 for prevent- 
ing flow of said non-condensable gas between 
said GDCS plenum 47 and said drywell 26. 

6. A system according to claim 3 further comprising: 

a vent line 90 disposed in flow communi- 
cation between said GDCS plenum 47 and said 
drywell 26; 

a first valve 92 disposed in said vent line 
90 and being initially open prior to draining of said 
GDCS pool water following said LOCA, and being 
positionable closed after said GDCS pool water 
is drained from said GDCS pool 44 following said 
LOCA to isolate said GDCS pool 44 and said ple- 
num 47 from said drywell 26; and 

a second valve 94 disposed at said venting 
channel Inlet 80a and being initially closed prior 
to said LOCA to prevent flow communication be- 
tween said GDCS plenum 47 and said wetwell 
plenum 32, and being positionable open after 
said GDCS pool water is drained from said GDCS 
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pool 44 following said LOCA to channel said non- 
condensable gas from said wetwell plenum 32 to 
said GDCS plenum 47. 

7. A system according to claim 3 wherein said vent- 
ing channel is in the form of a stand pipe 80 ex- 
tending vertically from said wetwell plenum 32 to 
said GDCS plenum 47. 

8. A system according to claim 3 wherein said 
GDCS pool 44 is In the form of a tank 44a dis- 
posed between sidewalls 76, 78 extending up- 
wardly from said wetwell plenum 32, and has a 
top aperture 98 disposed in flow communication 
between said GDCS plenum 47 inside said tank 
44a and said wetwell plenum 32. 
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9. A system according to claim 8 wherein said tank 
44a is spaced inwardly from said sidewalls 76, 78 

to define said venting channel 100 surrounding 20 
said tank 44a and extending downwardly in flow 
communication with said wetwell plenum 32. 

10. A system according to claim 2 wherein: 

said GDCS pool 44 is an enclosed pool 25 
having a top 72, a bottom 74, an outer sidewall 
76, and an inner sidewall 78, said inner sidewall 
78 facing said drywell 26 and sealingly joined at 
a bottom end 78a thereof to said pool bottom 74, 
and joined at a top end 78b thereof in a groove 84 30 
facing downwardly from said pool top 72 to define 
an orifice 104 sized for allowing restricted gas 
flow therethrough so that pressure in said GDCS 
plenum 47 substantially follows pressure in said 
drywell 26 as said GDCS pool water is draining 35 
by gravity from said GDCS pool 44 following said 
LOCA; and 

said venting channel 80 includes a check 
valve 1 06 at said outlet 80b thereof for preventing 
backflow therethrough while allowing forward 40 
flow therethrough from said inlet 80a to said out- 
let 80b thereof. 

11. A method for suppressing pressure In a contain- 
ment vessel 24 spaced outwardly from a pres- 45 
sure vessel 16 defining a drywell 26 therebetw- 
een, said pressure vessel 16 including a nuclear 
reactor core 18, and said containment vessel 24 
including an enclosed wetwell pool 28, having a 
plenum 32 thereabove, and a gravity driven cool- 50 
ing system (GDCS) pool 44 having a plenum 47 
thereabove and disposed above said wetwell 
pool 28. said method comprising: 

channeling steam released into said dry- 
well 26 following a loss-of-cooling accident 55 
(LOCA) Into said wetwell pool 28 for cooling along 
with non-condensable gas contained In said dry- 
well 26 and carried along with said steam; 



draining by gravity said GDCS pool water 
into said pressure vessel 16; and 

venting said wetwell plenum 32 into said 
GDCS plenum 47. 

12. A method according to claim 11 further compris- 
ing: 

isolating said GDCS plenum 47 from said 
drywell 26 to prevent gas flow therebetween af- 
ter said GDCS poo! water is substantially drained 
from said GDCS pool 44. 

13. A method according to claim 12 wherein said con- 
tainment vessel 24 further includes a first valve 
92 disposed in flow communication between said 
GDCS plenum 47 and said drywell 26, and a sec- 
ond valve 94 disposed in flow communication 
with said wetwell plenum 32, and said method 
further comprises maintaining said first valve 92 
open and said second valve 94 closed prior to 
said LOCA, and then closing said first valve 92 
and opening said second valve 94 after draining 
said GDCS pool water from said GDCS pool 44 
following said LOCA. 
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